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in decaying wood, and others are carnivorous. Many of them
remain as larvse for a considerable period, sometimes several
years.
The Cebrionince are least of all like the rest of the family,
and some of them are more like Lamellicorns. They do not
possess the power of jumping, their legs being more of the
digging type, with well-developed tibial spurs. Their larval
stage is passed in the ground from which the winged males
emerge in due season.; "but the females are wingless and remain
in the ground, with only the posterior end of their bodies
protruding. The larvse have no anal processes and their
anterior legs are shortened.
The adults of the Elateridce, in general, occur in many situa-
tions : in grass, on flowers and foliage, in rotting wood, or under
bark. Many only appear at night, while others are diurnal
of habit.
Schwarz has monographed the family in Genera Insectorum,
Fasc. 46 (1906), with the exception of the Cebrionince, which
has been monographed in Pasc. 127 (1912) as a separate
family by Dalla Torre, who also lists the species in the Berlin
Catalogue. Candeze has described many species, particularly
the Indian ones.
Fowler lists the sixty-two British species.
Some species of the Ulaterince are of economic importance,
owing to their larvse, the well-known " wire-worms " being
destructive to the roots of wheat and similar crops. These
species are contained in the following genera : Agnates, Athous,
Limonius and Melanotus. The only known method of control
is to plough in a crop of mustard before sowing the cereal
crop, and they are not usually pests of cultivated land, but
of newly broken pasture.
THEOSCIDJB (Triocagidce).
Very small. Prothorax closely articulated with meso-
thorax. Front coxal cavities closed behind by mesosternum.
General appearance otherwise like Elateridae.
A small family containing about 150 species, mostly occurring
in. Europe and America, in which countries they are widely
distributed. A few species are found in tropical regions*